
1

Other books
The Emotional Expression of Authority and Power in the Middle Ages

The Emotional Expression
of Authority and Power in
the Middle Ages
Edited by Flocel Sabaté

Brill, 2025

ISBN: 978-90-04-71908-8

e-ISBN: 978-90-04-71927-9

Brill [ https://brill.com/display/title/63847 ]  [ 

https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9781641892605/ideology-in-the-middle-ages ]

 

The relationship between rulers and their subjects is always channelled by emotion. This volume explores the
specific tones this relationship took on in the Middle Ages, as well as their accordance with a concept of power
based ultimately on agreement, an inclination to visualise emotions, a social pedagogy based on fear, and a
religious ideology which placed humanity between divine order and divine wrath. It also examines the emotive
models used to rule society and deal with conflicts. Together, the contributions in this book demonstrate how our
understanding of late medieval society can be enhanced by recognising the emotional strategies present in the
game of  power and how they were used to bui ld  author i ty .

Contributors are: Alexandru Stefan Anca, Attila Bárány, Ulrike Becker, Luciano Gallinari, Sari Katajala-Peltomaa,
Vinni Lucherini, Esther Martí Sentañés, Francesc Massip, Rob Meens, Tamás Olbei, Bernard Ribémont, Flocel
Sabaté, and Hans-Joachim Schmidt.
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In order to have a constructive discussion about feelings in the late Middle Ages, it is beneficial to first evaluate
how the feelings of individual men and women were defined. As such, the purpose of this book is to explore the
words used by late medieval men and women to refer to their feelings and to examine their meanings. By doing
so, we can better understand the efforts of late medieval society to express, use, and transmit certain feelings,
especially as they related to manoeuvres of power or the articulation of social values.

Contributors are: Mechthild Albert, Jacqueline Cerquiglioni-Toulet, Frank Collard, Paola Corti Badia, Francesca
Español, Isabel Grifoll, Juan Francisco Jiménez Alcázar, José Martínez Gázquez, Alicia Minguélez, Matilde
Juan, Liza N. Pina-Rubio, Gerardo Rodríguez, Flocel Sabaté, Benedicte Sère, and Marta Serrano.
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The life experiences of men and women take on meaning through the emotionality they entail, and the intensity
of these experiences build certain memories which link the individuals within a society. As such, this volume
argues that examining the management of emotions in late medieval society will allow us to better understand it.
By discussing theoretical frameworks for the historical study of emotions and presenting a range of case studies
from the Middle Ages, the authors of this book illustrate how the management of emotions reflects and sheds
light on the code of values and behaviour that guided this society.

Contributors are: Maravillas Aguiar, Iñaki Bazán, Anna Caiozzo, Carla Casagrande, Riccardo Cristiani, Vincent
Debiais, Jonas Holst, Eduard Juncosa, Andrea Knox, Mauricio Molina, Miguel Ángel Motis, Josep Maria Ruiz
Simon, Flocel Sabaté, Karen Stöber, William Marx, Barbara H. Rosenwein, Alberto Velasco, and Alexandra
Velissariou.

Source: Brill.
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This book places identity at the centre of a project to better understand medieval society. By exploring the
multiplicity of personal identities, the ways in which these were expressed within particular social structures
(such as feudalism), and their evolution into formal expressions of collective identity (municipalities, guilds,
nations, and so on) we can shed new light on the Middle Ages. A specific legacy of such developments was that
by the end of the Middle Ages, a sense of national identity, supported by the late medieval socio-economic
structure, backed in law and by theological, philosophical, and political thought, defined society. What is more,
social structures coalesced across diverse elements, including language, group solidarities, and a set of
assumed values.

Source: ARC Humanities Press
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Memory was vital to the functioning of the medieval world. People in medieval societies shared an identity based
on commonly held memories. Religions, rulers, and even cities and nations justified their existence and their
status through stories that guaranteed their deep and unbroken historical roots.
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The studies in this interdisciplinary collection explore how manifestations of memory can be used by historians
as a prism through which to illuminate European medieval thought and value systems. The contributors draw the
link between memory and medieval science, management of power, and remembrance of the dead ancestors
through examples from southern Europe as a means of enriching and complicating our study of the Middle Ages;
this is a region with a large amount of documentation but which to date has not been widely studied.

This book has two companion volumes, dealing with the allied concepts of memory and identity as part of a
larger project that seeks to map and interrogate the significance of all three allied concepts in the Middle Ages in
the West.

S o u r c e :  A m s t e r d a m  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  [  
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Part of a trilogy involving research on identity and memory also, this substantial volume sets out to illuminate
medieval thought through an in-depth and highly interdisciplinary study of ideology, interrogating the underlying
values that inform the interpretive framework through which we might better understand men and women of the
Middle Ages.

An introductory chapter situates the Christian Church in the West as a framing ideology of the Middle Ages,
analysing Christianity as a coherent narrative providing people with security through its integrated explanation of
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physical surroundings, social order, and spiritual hope. The book then goes on to consider ideology from four
angles: as a means of defining power; as a way of managing power; ideology in the mind as an influence on
daily living and how we understand societies; and finally, the ways in which ideology associated with the Middle
Ages has exerted influence centuries later, conditioning understandings of past and present.

The individual chapters focus on concrete cases, giving preference to exemplars from southern Europe, a region
with a large amount of documentation but which to date has occupied a relatively minor position in research into
the Middle Ages. It is this emphasis that is acknowledged in the title of this book, Ideology in the Middle Ages:
Approaches from Southwestern Europe, which is offered as a means of enriching and complicating study of the
Middle Ages.

This book has two companion volumes, dealing with the allied concepts of memory and identity as part of a
larger project that seeks to map and interrogate the significance of all three allied concepts in the Middle Ages in
the West.

Source: Amsterdam University Press [ https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9781641892605/ideology-in-the-middle-ages ]
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